


 

 Welcome again to another issue of the John M West Post 

408 monthly Newsletter. We have a lot of items on tap to keep 

us busy and to bring the membership back to active participa-

tion.  During our May Planning and strategy meeting your  

elected officers meet on May 21st along with the officers of 

the SAL and the AUX.  As part of the process of promoting the 

American Legion Family in the Derby—Haysville community 

I have meet with the Derby Chamber of Commerce and the 

Major of Derby to propose a partnering of resources to support 

several social events evolving the younger generation of our 

community. I have attended the Derby City Council meeting and shared with them our 

future plans. Everyone is excited about the upcoming year and expresses their gratitude 

for the American Legion and the work we have done in the past and the plans we have 

for the future.  We will remain focused on events that will be family oriented allowing 

our members to fell comfortable bringing their children and grand children to enjoy the 

best in comradery, while promoting  good sportsmanship and good old American Value.   

 Two major events happen in May, our Mothers Day Breakfast supported by the 

Sons of the American Legion and our Memorial Day services.  I want to thank everyone 

who came out to the services and give a special shout out to our quest speaker Col Phil-

lip Heseltine Jr., Commander of the 931 ARW, Jim Howell, Sedgwick County Commis-

sioner, Mayor Randy White, Mayor of City of Derby, Mark Staats, CEO Derby Chamber 

of Commerce, Jay Boyle Commander of VFW 7253, Members of The American Legion 

Post 408, and the Members of VFW 7253.It was because of you that we were able to 

honor those that have paid the ultimate satisfice.  

 Next, I would like to share with the membership that our Post family has already 

agreed to participate in the Smoke on the Plains BBQ this weekend, June 8th, we will 

man a promotional booth from 9AM till 3PM, provide volunteers in the Military Tent 

and provide a Ride in on bikes for the closing Ceremony. Additionally we will host what 

we hope to be an annual Summer Splash for all students of USD 260 at Rock River Rap-

ids, June 22nd from7:45PM till 9:30PM, Hotdogs, chips and drinks will be available, 

suggested donation. Admission will be free to the public.   We will repeat this event for 

the City of Haysville to conclude the summer event before school starts back up. Flyers 

to follow. 

   



 Lastly, last month I informed you that the membership, at a regularly scheduled 

business meeting in May had a lengthy discussion as to weather or not we continue our 

relationship with the Derby VFW.  In my letter to you my words “the Legions values 

and family inclusiveness are contrary to those held by the VFW” were perceived by a 

few as an insult to the values held by the VFW. For this I apologize, as it did not come 

across as intended. I was referring to their operational procedures and not their values or 

beliefs in the programs we support. I am and always will be a member of the VFW as 

well as the American Legion. That being said, even though we are not sharing the same 

Building we still share many of the same goals and objectives and we are both Veteran 

Service Organizations serving our veterans, youths and community. We must appear 

unified in the publics eye as it is they who will judge us as being a vital part of their 

community.  

 I would also like to inform all members of John M West Post 408 that the subject 

of the separation of the American Legion Post 408 and the VFW Post 7253 was ad-

dressed again last night at our June business meeting and the original vote was reaf-

firmed without a single vote in opposition to the termination of the operational agree-

ment with VFW 7253 and our original separation date of 30 June 2019 still stands. Fur-

thermore the membership gave permission for the Commander an d Finance Officer to 

engage in non binding negotiations on various real estate options as they come up. 

Should a solid lead develop a written notice will be communicated to the membership 

15 days prior any meeting scheduled to gain memberships authority to pursue further. 

  

 If anyone has any questions regarding the above please fell free to give me a call.  

 

 

Bryan L Page 
Bryan L Page 

Commander, 5th District 

Commander, John M West  Post 408 

The American Legion, Department of Kansas 

316-259-1838 

Page.Legion408@cox.net 

Bpage@aaa-alliedgroup.com 



CLICK ON THE PLAY  ICON 

https://youtu.be/eEs4ke7cdNQ






Need volunteers, Please contact Bryan Page at 316-259-1838 





SIX BOYS AND IWO JIMA 

 My Dad, a B-29 pilot, 23yrs old, 
had to make an emergency landing on 
Iwo Jima due to having one of his en-
gines shot up and on fire barely two 
weeks after the battle and the island still 
had not yet been secured from pockets 
of resistance.   (My Mother had a night-
mare about it at the EXACT SAME 
TIME!). Bomber pilots were especially 
despised by the Japanese and had the 
resistance spotted my Dad and his 
crew...they would have been slaughtered, plus there would have been two less 
Priests in the world--his navigator, the future Fr. Tom  Maney and me 

 Each year I am hired to go to Washington, DC, with the eighth grade class 
from Clinton, WI where I grew up, to videotape their trip. I greatly enjoy visiting 
our nation's capital,  and each year I take some special memories back with me. 
This fall's trip was especially memorable. ?? 

   On the last night of our trip, we were at the Iwo Jima memorial. This memo-
rial is the largest bronze statue in the world and depicts one of the most famous 
photographs in history -- that of the six brave soldiers  raising the American Flag 
at the top of a rocky hill on the island of Iwo Jima, Japan, during WW II.  Over 
one hundred students and chaperones piled off the buses and headed towards 
the memorial. I noticed a solitary figure at the base of the statue, and as I got 
closer he asked,   'Where are you guys from?'  

 I told him that we were from Wisconsin. 'Hey, I'm a cheese head, too! Come 
gather around, Cheese heads, and I will tell you a story.'  

  It was James Bradley who just happened to be in Washington, DC, to 
speak at the memorial the following day. He was there that night to say good 
night to his dad, who had passed   away. He was just about to leave when   he 
saw the buses pull up. I videotaped him as he spoke to us, and received his per-
mission to share what he said from my videotape. It is one thing to tour the in-
credible monuments filled with history in Washington, DC, but it is quite another 
to get the kind of insight we received that night . 

 When all had gathered around, he reverently began to speak. (Here are his 
words that  night.) 'My name is James Bradley and I'm from Antigo, Wisconsin 
My dad is on that statue, and I wrote a book called 'Flags of Our Fathers'. It is the 
story of the six boys you see behind me.  



 

 

'Six boys raised the flag. The first guy putting the pole in the ground is  Harlon 
Block. Harlon was an all-state football player. He enlisted in the Marine Corps 
with all the senior members of his football team. They   were off to play anoth-
er type of game. A game called 'War.' But it didn't turn out to be a game. Har-
lon, at the age of 21, died with his  intestines in his hands. I don't say that to 
gross you out, I say that  because there are people who stand in front of this 
statue and talk   about the glory of war. You guys need to know that most of 
the boys in Iwo Jima were 17, 18, and 19 years old - and it was so hard that 
the ones who did make it home never even would talk to their families about it  
(He pointed to the statue) 'You see this next guy? That's Rene Gagnon   from 
New  Hampshire   If you took Rene's helmet off at the moment this photo was 
taken and looked in the webbing of that helmet, you would find a photo-
graph...a photograph of his girlfriend Rene put that in there for protection be-
cause he was scared. He was 18 years old It was just boys who won the bat-
tle of Iwo Jima. Boys. Not old men.   'The next guy here, the third guy in this 
tableau, was Sergeant Mike Strank.   Mike is my hero. He was the hero of all 
these guys. They called him the 'old man' because he was so old. He was al-
ready 24. When Mike would   motivate his boys in training camp, he didn't 
say, 'Let's go kill some   Japanese' or 'Let's die for our country' He knew he 
was talking to little boys.. Instead he would say, 'You do what I say, and I'll get 
you home to your mothers.'  'The last guy on this side of the statue is Ira 
Hayes, a Pima Indian from  Arizona. Ira Hayes was one of them who lived to 
walk off Iwo Jima . He went into the White House with my dad. President Tru-
man told him, 'You're a hero' He told   reporters, 'How can I feel like a hero 
when 250 of my buddies hit the island with me and only 27 of us walked off 
alive?' So  you take your class at school, 250 of you spending a year togeth-
er   having fun, doing everything together. Then all 250 of you hit the   beach, 
but only 27 of your classmates walk off alive. That was Ira   Hayes. He had 
images of horror in his mind. Ira Hayes carried the pain home with him and 
eventually died dead drunk, face down, drowned in a very shallow puddle, at 
the age of 32 (ten years after this picture was  taken). 

 'The next guy, going around the statue, is Franklin Sousley from 
Hilltop,   Kentucky. A fun-lovin' hillbilly boy. His best friend, who is now 70, told 
me, 'Yeah, you know, we took two cows   up on the porch of the Hilltop Gen-
eral Store. Then we strung wire across   the stairs so the cows couldn't get 
down. Then we fed them Epsom salts.   Those cows crapped all night.' Yes, 
he was a fun-lovin' hillbilly boy. Franklin died on Iwo Jima at the age of 19. 
When the telegram came to tell his mother that he was dead, it went to   the 
Hilltop General Store. A barefoot boy ran that telegram up to his mother's 
farm. 

https://www.military.com/money/va-loans/what-can-you-buy-with-a-va-loan.html
https://www.military.com/money/va-loans/what-can-you-buy-with-a-va-loan.html
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. The neighbors could hear her scream all night and into the morning. Those 
neighbors lived a quarter of a mile away. 

 'The next guy, as we continue to go around the statue, is my dad, 
John   Bradley, from Antigo, Wisconsin, where I was raised. My dad lived until 
1994, but he would never give interviews. When Walter Cronkite's producers 
or the New York Times would call, we were trained as little kids to say 'No, I'm 
sorry, sir, my dad's not here. He is in Canada fishing. No, there is no phone 
there, sir. No, we don't know when he is coming back.' My dad never fished or 
even went to Canada . Usually, he was sitting there right at the table eating his 
Campbell's soup. But we had to tell the press that he was out fishing. He didn't 
want to talk to the press ?? ??  'You see, like Ira Hayes, my dad didn't see 
himself as a hero. Everyone   thinks these guys are heroes, cause they are in 
a photo and on a   monument. My dad knew better. He was a medic. John 
Bradley from   Wisconsin was a combat caregiver. On Iwo Jima he probably 
held over 200 boys as they died. And   when boys died on Iwo Jima, they 
writhed and screamed, without any medication or help with the pain. 'When I 
was a little boy, my third grade teacher told me that my dad was a   hero. 
When I went home and told my dad that, he looked at me and said,   'I want 
you always to remember that the heroes of Iwo Jima are the guys who did not 
come back. Did NOT come back.' 

 'So that's the story about six nice young boys. Three died on Iwo   Jima, 
and three came back as national heroes. Overall, 7,000   boys died on Iwo Ji-
ma in the worst battle in the history of the Marine Corps. My voice is giving 
out, so I will end here. Thank   you for your time.' 

 Suddenly, the monument wasn't just a big old piece of metal with a flag 
sticking   out of the top. It came to life before our eyes with the heartfelt words 
of a son who did indeed have a father who was a hero. Maybe not a hero   for 
the reasons most people would believe, but a hero nonetheless.   One thing I 
learned while on tour with my 8th grade students in DC that is   not mentioned 
here is . . that if you look at the statue very closely   and count the number of 
'hands' raising the flag, there are 13. 
When the man who made the statue 
was asked why there were 13, he simp-
ly said the 13th hand was the hand of 
God.?? ?? 

Great story - worth your time - worth 

every American's time. Please pass it 

on 

https://binged.it/2Z4KVjL


Derby Bandits Summer Schedule 

6-4-2019  6pm and 8pm 

 Derby Bandits vs Andover in Andover 

6-6-2019  6pm and 8pm 

 Derby Bandits vs El Dorado in El Dorado 

6-8-2019  11:30 AM and :30PM 

 Derby Bandits  Garnett Tournament 

6-10-2019 6pm and 8pm 

 Derby Bandits vs Rose Hill in Rose Hill 

6-13-2019 6pm and 8pm 

 Derby Bandits vs Hutchinson in Hutchinson 

6-18-2019 6pm and 8pm 

 Derby Bandits vs  Andover in Derby 

6-22-2019  TBA 

 Derby Bandits  El Dorado  Tournament 

6-26-2019 6pm and 8pm 

 Derby Bandits vs  El Dorado in Derby 

6-28-2019 6pm and 8pm 

 Derby Bandits vs  Rose Hill in Derby 

7-13-2019 A Zone Tournament 

7-20-2019 State Tournament 



Derby Bandits Summer Schedule 

 

6-4-2019  6pm and 8pm    Andover High School   

 Derby Bandits vs Andover in Andover  1744 N Andover Rd 

 

6-6-2019  6pm and 8pm    El Dorado McDonald Stadium 

 Derby Bandits vs El Dorado in El Dorado  242 N Griffith St 

 

6-8-2019  11:30 AM and :30PM    

 Derby Bandits  Garnett Tournament 

   

6-10-2019 6pm and 8pm     Rose Hill High School 

 Derby Bandits vs Rose Hill in Rose Hill  710 S. Rose Hill Rd 

 

6-13-2019 6pm and 8pm     Rice Park 

 Derby Bandits vs Hutchinson in Hutchinson 1801 Swarons St 

 

6-18-2019 6pm and 8pm     Derby high School field 

 Derby Bandits vs  Andover in Derby   801 E. Market 

 

6-22-2019  TBA 

 Derby Bandits  El Dorado  Tournament 

 

6-26-2019 6pm and 8pm     Derby high School field 

 Derby Bandits vs  El Dorado in Derby  801 E. Market 

 

6-28-2019 6pm and 8pm     Derby high School field 

 Derby Bandits vs  Rose Hill in Derby   801 E. Market 

 

7-13-2019 A Zone Tournament 

7-20-2019 State Tournament 

 







 

We would like to invite everyone to breakfast on 

Sunday 9, June 2019.   All fathers eat for free!   

 

 

We would also like to welcome our newly sworn in officers: 

President - Anna Simpson 

Vice- Lesley Eliasen 

Sec/Treas- Melissa Burton 

Historian- Brenda Marr 

Chaplain- Rosezetta Sullivan  

Sgt of arms- Heather Torres Aranda 

Jr Sgt of arms- Brianna Burton 

We as a unit are looking so forward to the upcoming Year of the American Legion 

Family!  We are excited to participate in all of our community events and cannot wait 

to see the response and support we receive from our City.    

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 408 wishes everyone a wonderful June!  And may 

peace be with you 

all...... 

Lesley Eliasen 

 

 

Anna Simpson 

President 

John M West, Unit 

408 



 

Greetings Sal members, 

May was another busy month for the Sons 

of The American Legion Squadron 408. It 

started out with the Sons of The American Legion put-

ting on Mother's Day breakfast we're all mothers ate 

free. We had an outstanding turn out of both mothers 

and families. The Sons of The American Legion vol-

unteered to serve them,  thank you very much. 

 The Son's have a gun raffle going on right now for a AR-15 and a 380 

winner gets choice the gun, if you haven't got a ticket for these guns 

please contact myself or any of the officers. They are selling for $5 each 

and the ticket sales are limited to 300. We will draw for the winner when 

all tickets are sold. 

I would like to take the opportunity to thank all the Sons of The American 

Legion members that took time out of their day to put flags on the graves 

El Paso cemetery and Hillcrest Cemetery. 

The memorial services at both El Paso Cemetery and Hillcrest Cemetery 

was very nice and had lots of people from the community came out to 

support. Great job to everyone that supported this mission. 

The American Legion family will be hosting a summer swim party at 

Rock River Rapids on June 22th. Hope you come and bring your family. 

It's going to be a great time for all. 

 

Thank you for all you do 

 

Bryan LaCount  

Commander  

Sons of The American Legion  

Squadron 408 



Clyde 'weezil" Wittsell 

Director Post 408 ALR 

clydeweezil@yahoo.com 

316-200-4652 

mailto:clydeweezil@yahoo.com


Missing your copy of the 

Sunflower Legionnaire 
 Today’s Voice for Today’s Veterans & Military 

KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF THE AMERICAN LEGION      

January, February, March   

      

Just click on the paper 

 

Area American Legion Riders  give a proud send off to WWII Veteran and 

one of four surviving Veteran of Iwo Jima, Charles  Elias 

https://ksamlegion.org/view/document/sunflower2019q2.pdf


Adjutant's Report for June   

 You will be receiving your 2020 dues 

notices from National soon, they will 

have the incorrect mailing address on 

them as they were printed before our 

address change.  Please note the new mailing address, 

620 N Rock Road Ste 230-316, Derby KS 37037, the Post Office will for-

ward mail for the next 90 days but it would be best to start using the mew 

address just to be sure we get your renewal or any other correspondence. 

Remember we will be starting the new Legion year (2019-2020) July 1st, 

2020 dues will be due starting July 1st. I know that the year beginning July 

1st is confusing to most of us since we did not join in July but the American 

Legion is on a fiscal year (July 1 – June 30) not calendar year. Please pay 

your dues as soon as possible and help us reach 100% next year.   

Just a reminder that if you have not renewed your membership for 2019 Na-

tional has placed you in inactive status, all benefits are expired. We ended 

the 2018 year with 323 total renewed, transferred and new members, 33 

short of our goal of 356 set by Department.  We are behind our goal this year 

with only 303 renewals and new members, (we picked up 7new members,) 

with only 1 months to go in this Legion year we are behind 53 members. 

You can mail your dues to the post or pay online at www.legion.org/renew, 

we are only at 85.11%, if you are a Kansas Life member and have not re-

newed your membership please remember there was a change in your mem-

bership a couple of years ago requiring KLMs to pay $18.50 per year to 

keep their membership current, if you have any questions call me at 681-

3181 or Bryan Page at 259-1838.  You cannot renew on line if you are a 

Kansas Life Member, you must renew through the post. 

Remember memberships not renewed by the end of December were 

placed in inactive status by National and your Legion benefits were sus-

pended. 
 

http://www.legion.org/


Remember the new Legion year starts July 1, 2019 and ends June 30, 

2020.  

You can take the official American Legion Basic Training course by going to 

www.legion.org/alei.  The course is free, but there is a small fee to get your 

pin, you will learn History & Organization, Veterans Affairs & Rehabilita-

tion, National Security, Americanism, Children and Youth and course con-

clusion explaining how all the pieces of the American Legion fit together to 

best serve our veterans and country. I have taken the course twice and highly 

recommend it to everyone, we have several members that have taken the 

course, one has taken it several times, and they felt the course was well 

worth taking, it only takes 2 to 4 hours, you can leave the course at any time 

and return to it later, you do not have to complete it all at once.  

There have been discussions of having several flag retirements, one in 

Haysville and one in Derby. If you have never attended a flag retirement cer-

emony you should come to one of these, when the dates are confirmed we 

will send out the information.  

Remember the new National Veterans Memorial and Museum is now open 

in Columbus Ohio. The 53,000 square-foot museum allows visitors to trace 

the service and sacrifice of U.S. veterans from the Revolutionary War 

through the war on terrorism through the words of the veterans themselves.  

You can learn more about this museum at www.nationalvmm.org. 

The state convention was be held May 17, 18, 19, 2019 at the Atrium Hotel 

1400 N Lorraine in Hutchinson. 

The American Legion Leadership College was held May 31, June 1,2, 2019 

at Cloud County Community College.  

District V is still in 4th place in the Department membership standings as of 

May 31st.  

If you have any ideas for fundraisers place contact any Post officer, we need 

more ideas and participants to help raise money to benefit veterans and/or 

their families. Volunteers are needed to help at the Robert J. Dole VA on the 

4th of July. 

Don’t forget our monthly business meeting Thursday July 11th at 1900 hrs. 

(7pm).  We will meet in the large meeting room at the Derby Public Library.  

http://www.legion.org/alei
http://www.nationalvmm.org


WE ARE IN A NEW MEMBERSHIP YEAR  
As we move into the final month of membership year 2018-2019 we will continue 

to reach each out to all of you and encourage you to renew your membership 
early to avoid those renewal notices that tend to be a distraction throughout the 

year.  If you failed to renew last year (2017-2018) it is not to late to keep you 
membership current before entering the new membership year.  

Now is the time to take action 
  

  To make it as simple as possible to renew your membership we have 
provided you with three methods: 

  1st:  RENEW MEMBERSHIP ONLINE  

  2nd: Mail a check in the amount of $40 to  

   American Legion Post 408 

   Attention: Adjutant 

   101 S Baltimore, Derby Ks 67037 

  3rd:  Call me at 316-259-1838 or send me an e-mail at  bpage@aaa-
alliedgroup.com and I will provide you with a self addressed, stamped envelope 

or make arrangements for payment at your convenience. 

 Please drop me an e-mail and let me know how we can make the process 
as easy as possible or if you decide to renew online.  

John M West, American Legion Post 408 

Membership  

Membership Dues 

          American Legion                            $40                                             

 Women’s Aux  Seniors                  $20                                     

  Women’s Aux  Juniors      $5                                   

 Sons of American Legion              $20 

        Under 18         $10                                                                                             

https://www.members.legion.org/CGI-BIN/lansaweb?webapp=MYLRENEW+webrtn=wr_memberdata+ml=LANSA:XHTML+part=TAL+lang=ENG
mailto:adjpage408@gmail.com
mailto:adjpage408@gmail.com


REMEMBERING OUR POW / MIA 

 

REMEMBERING OUR POW / MIA 

POW-MIA Chairman:   Bryan Page 

 

REMEMBERING OUR POW / MIA 

POW-MIA Chairman:   Bryan Page 

From the month of May 2019 

 

 The Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) announced 

that the remains of 18 U.S. servicemen, missing from the WWII and 

or Korean War have been identified and will be returned to their fami-

lies for burial with full military honors. 

More than 82,000 Americans remain missing from WWII, the Korean 

War, the Vietnam War, the Cold War, and the Gulf Wars/other con-

flicts. Out of the 82,000 missing, 75% of the losses are located in the 

Indo-Pacific, and over 41,000 of the missing are presumed lost at sea 

(i.e. ship losses, known aircraft water losses, etc.). The Defense POW/

MIA Accounting Agency's mission is to provide the fullest possible ac-

counting for our missing personnel from past conflicts to their fami-

lies and the nation.  

 

REMEMBERING OUR POW / MIA 



 

 

https://www.military.com/money/va-loans/what-can-you-buy-with-a-va-loan.html
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It’s not to late to get you RED Friday t-shirts, in just over two 

week the SAL Squadron 408 has sold over 90 of the initial or-

der. To get yours contact any SAL Officer or Call Mike Sain-

don at 316-993-6416.  Prices are $15 each or 2 for $25. 





  

 Missions are in Black, Food in Blue, and Meeting in Red 

  

(6-4-2019 Tuesday)  ALR 408 (Derby-Haysville) as you know that June 4th is our regular ALR meeting and we have serious business to 
discuss but we also have the very first Game of our new Legion Baseball Team (19 and Under),  (The Derby Bandits).  The Game will be 
played at the Andover High school 1744 North Andover Rd. Andover Kansas, and the First Game starts at 6pm. It would be great if we 
were there for the first 15 to 20 minutes of the game to show our support. Meet up at the Quick Trip on 71st St and K-15 at 5:00 p.m. with 
kick stands up at 5:15 for the ride to Andover High School. After spending about 20 minutes or so, we will ride back to the post for our 
Monthly meeting. The meeting will start at or about 7:30 p.m. June 4th. Please show support for our Derby Bandits. Cages are welcome 
along with two wheels. R.C. Clyde Wittsell "weezil". Bring Your flags for we will pull over about a block from the school flag up and ride into 

the game. There is a chance of rain, so dress according. 

 (6/4/19 Tuesday) ALR 408 meeting at the post at 7pm. 

 (6/5/19-Wednesday) – ALR 408 (Derby- Haysville) Burger Burn at Post 408 (101 S. Baltimore) – HALF POUND hamburgers and 
cheeseburgers (the way Mama used to make ‘em) with real homemade french fries for $6.00 each from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.   Please 
take the night off from cooking and come enjoy a burger at our Burger Burn.  Everyone is welcome to come and enjoy 

 (6/5/19- 6/9/19) Kansas Legacy Run. Wednesday June 5th from 6:30-8 PM at the American Legion 4 in Wichita, Kansas, we will have a 
table set up for riders to check in and also will have a table set up the next morning, Thursday June 7th from 6:30-8AM, there will be coffee 
and doughnuts available in the morning. Have your bikes gassed up and ready to roll. All riders must check in and KSU will be shortly after 
8AM before we start our journey. Looking forward to seeing you all. 

 (6/6/19 Thursday) American Legion 408 meeting at the Derby Library at 7pm  

 (6/7/2019 Friday) VFW 7253 Derby, Steak Night 5:30pm till 8pm. 

 (6/8/19 Saturday) -  American Legion Family post 408 Smoke on the Plains BBQ - promotional booth - 9am to 3pm 

 (6/8/19 Saturday) ALR 4 (Wichita) ARMY Major JD Sizemore Memorial 12/17/1948 - 4/18/2019, Midway Baptist Church, 5135 S. Broad-
way. Meet @ Dillons Fuel Center 47th South and Broadway @ 9:30 AM KSU @ 10:00AM Flagline in place @ 10:30 AM, Service @ 11:00 
AM. BLU will carry the flags for us John Cartland RC, Cages welcome, Please wear your black shirts. Major JD Sizemore is the father of 
Post 4 member Chanda Womack and father-in-law of Henry "Sarge" Womack. Let's all come together and show our support and honor this 
veteran and father of fellow post member 

 (6/8/19 Saturday) VFW 7253 Derby Fried Chicken w/side $5.00 noon till sold out  

 (6-8-2019 Saturday)  ALR 408 (Derby-Haysville) Will be conducting a ride in for the Awards ceremony for the Derby Smoke on the 
Plains BBQ. Meet at south entrance to High Park, (Madison Street Entrance) at 2:45 P.M. to flag up and get ready to roll out at exactly 
2:58PM. Entrance will be barricaded but bikes will be allowed thru. All rider programs are welcome to join us. RC is Michael Saindon 

(6-8-2019 Saturday)  ALR 4, Please join us at Post 4 on Saturday the 8th of June at 3:00pm for Tim Patterson's memorial service. 
Tim was one of our newest members. He joined the SAL and Riders in Oct. of last year. Tim passed on May 18th and is now with his son 
and brother in Gods arms. God Bless you all. 

 (6/9/19 - Sunday) S.A.L.408/ AUX 408 (Derby-Haysville) ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT Breakfast, Scrambled Eggs, Bacon, Pattie Sausage, Hash 

Browns, Biscuits. Sausage Gravy, Fruit Coffee, Tang and Water. 8am till 11am for only $7.00. ALL Fathers Eat Free. 

 (6/9/19 Sunday) S.A.L. 408 meeting at the post at 11:30am. 

 (6/9/19 Sunday), KS Legacy Run will end at El Dorado Post 81 at approximately 12 pm. pulled -pork lunch will be served for dona-
tions.  Look forward to seeing everyone. 

 (6/919 Sunday) VFWR 7253 meeting at the post at 1:00pm. 

 (6/10/19 Monday) VFW 7253 meeting at the post at 7:00pm. 

 (6/11/19-Tuesday) ALR 4 (Wichita) invites all for a Chicken Fried Steak Dinner, the second Tuesday of every month. Dinner includes a 
Huge Chicken Fried Steak, mashed potatoes, choice of green beans or corn, dinner roll and dinner salad. All for $10.00 start serving at 
6PM until gone. If bringing a large group and would all like to sit together call us and let us know and we will try to accommodate your par-
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(6-12- 2019 Wednesday) KANSAS HONOR FLIGHT  DEPARTING 

Wichita Dwight D. Eisenhower National Airport. PLEASE PARK IN GARAGE LEVEL 4 AT N/C ON WEDNESDAY AND FRIDAY. 
THERE WILL BE NO VANS SHUTTLING FROM SUMBERLAND. Please be aware volunteers that help take a veterans luggage 
through TSA screening, Southwest Airlines has limited the number of volunteers passing through TSA. Therefore KHF has printed 
numbered cards which will be distributed as needed by Don Bigger. Don will be in "green shirt" stationed in gate area near the en-
trance. Once you have your card  proceed to ticket counter for a gate pass. SWA will take your card and issue a gate pass. Once you 
have your gate pass, check at sidewalk and gate area to see if veteran / luggage needs to get to the mezzanine area. If you have a 
gate pass you will be ask to take the veteran and/or luggage through TSA screening. MAKE SURE YOU LEAVE ALL METAL OB-
JECTS IN YOUR CAR OR MOTORCYCLE. Bring a photo ID. -You might be going through TSA screening. PLEASE DO NOT BE 
OFFENDED IF YOU DO NOT RECEIVE A GATE PASS AS WE STILL NEED PLENTY OF HELP ON LOWER LEVEL AND MEZZA-
NINE AREA. THIS REQUEST CAME FROM SWA NOT KHF. 

 (6/12/19-Wednesday) – VFW 7253 (Derby) Breakfast for Dinner, SXXX on the Shingle, Scrambled Eggs, Bacon, Sausage, 
Hash Browns, Biscuits.  (101 S. Baltimore) – for $7.00 for all you can eat, from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.   Please take the night off from 
cooking. Everyone is welcome to come and enjoy 

 (6/14/19 Friday) KANSAS HONOR FLIGHT RETURN, "WICHITA HEROES WELCOME HOME" Everyone is invited to come out 
and help welcome home our Kansas men & women veterans. BIG IMPROVEMENTS THIS YEAR! ON WEDNESDAY AND FRIDAY 
WE ARE TO PARK IN PARKING GARAGE LEVEL 4. Please make your way to the inside far east part of the terminal building. This is 
where all the magic happens...! Bring your WELCOME HOME signs!! FRIDAYS WE ARE STILL LIMITED ON GATE PASSES IS-
SUED, STILL NEED A NUMBERED CARD TO GET A GATE PASS. 

 WHEN DEPARTING PROCEED TO PAY GATE AND LET THEM KNOW YOU ARE WITH KANSAS HONOR FLIGHT. THERE WILL 
BE NO CHARGE. IF YOU ARE RIDING FLAGGED BIKE THE PARKING IS THE SAME AS LAST YEAR. ON WEDNESDAY PARK 
IN SMALL CHAINED AREA BEFORE THE TERMINAL. ON FRIDAY PARK BETWEEN NEW TERMINAL AND OLD TERMINAL, 
SPACES COULD VARY A LITTLE DO TO CONSTRUCTION ORANGE CONES. 

 (6/14/19 Friday) ALR 4 (Wichita), Flag Day, we are to setup the Flags at the VA. We will stage at Scotch and Sirloin at 
5:30am, KSU at 5:50am. We will set up the flags at 6:00am. Claude will RC this mission. 

 (6/14/2019 Friday) VFW 7253 Derby, Steak Night 5:30pm till 8pm. 

 (6-15-19 Saturday) ALR 90 (Wellington) Flag Day Ceremony at Cowley College, Wellington,  Meet at the Post 90, Wellington, at 
8:30a.m. for short ride to College. Stage 9:00a.m. at Cowley College, ceremony at 9:30a.m 

 (6-15-19 Saturday) Memorial service Post 401 will be taking lead.  We will meet in front of Cheddar's 13th and K-96 to flag up at 
10:15 am AIS at 10:30 to head to Wood ridge Christian Church at 12111 E 13th.  Post 401 will provide flags for flag line.  All vehicles 
are welcome. 

 (6/15-19 Saturday) VFW 7253 Derby Fried Chicken w/side $5.00 noon till sold out  

 (6/15-19 Saturday) Wayne G. Austin Post #2 Newton American Legion,400 S. Spencer 

Newton, Kansas 67114. Invitation to Celebrate Post #2 100th Birthday Celebration 

June 15, 2019 beginning at 6.00 pm, We will be serving Pulled Pork, Baked Beans, Potato Salad, Coffee, Tea and Water.  This will 
be free; however, we will have a donation container available. Please RSVP by e-mail  to: 2newtonamericanlegion@gmail.com by 
June 11, 2019 so we have enough food for everyone. Come and enjoy the fun and time together and we will honor a few members 
with over 70 continuous years membership in Post #2.  

Please help us celebrate the first Kansas Post 100th Birthday along with The American Legion. 

(6/15-19 Saturday)  American Legion Post 73 is planning an event on June 15, 2019, at the Community Building on 314 E. Clay 
Street Valley Center, Kansas.  It will start at 9:00 AM until 1:00 PM. As we have elected a new Commander (Larry Strelow) we would like to help 

him get started in the right direction. He has also planned a 60-day review of the old post to rejuvenate this post. However, we need your help in 

getting this accomplished. The Community Center has asked the American Legion to show the past to the future on display in the Lobby and a July 

Patriotic Display.  The Post would also like to present a small program to everyone from the community and serves coffee and Cookies, Donuts.  

We also hope to have some door prizes for the individuals. Please RSVP as soon as possible so we can plan for you to speak at the program and 

any other Commanders from the different post in the surrounding areas. 

P.S.  Please past this on as I have only your e-mail that I can forward this in another post.  Thank you. Ronald L. Colbert, 316 755-2824,50th Vi-

etnam War Commemoration 

www.frdmeagl@aol.com<mailto:www.frdmeagl@aol.com> 

 (6-16-19 Sunday) American Legion 90 (Wellington) Breakfast from 7am till 10am  

  

mailto:2newtonamericanlegion@gmail.com
mailto:www.frdmeagl@aol.com
mailto:www.frdmeagl@aol.com


 (6-16 till 6-22-19) The National WWI Museum and Memorial presents the sixth annual Taps at the Tower each evening at sunset 

(8:45 p.m.) from Sunday, June 16 - Saturday, 

June 22, 2019. Taps at the Tower links the beauty and simplicity of the Taps 
bugle call with the symbolism of the Liberty Memorial. People are invited to come and use the grounds each evening, have a picnic, 
play games and enjoy the outdoors. At sunset, people will gather at the Liberty Memorial Tower to experience Taps being played during a 

brief, moving ceremony. The event will occur rain or shine. In the event of 

inclement weather, the ceremony will be moved to the Paul Sunderland Bridge 

inside the Museum and Memorial. The National WWI Museum and Memorial is a civic pillar in Kansas City, and is a point of pride to the people 

in the region. Rising from patriotic and 

citizen initiative, the Memorial is a gathering place for ceremonies and memorials that honor those who served the nation.  For more information 

on the WWI Museum and Memorial, please visit - https://www.theworldwar.org/  Where:  National WWI Museum and Memorial, 2 Memo-

rial Drive, Kansas City, MO 64108, (816)888-8100, June 16-22, 2019, Cost: FREE 

 (6/17/19 – Monday) AL AUX 408 (Derby-Haysville) Meeting at 7pm  

 (6/19/19-Wednesday) – VFW 7253 RIDERS Taco feed at Post 408 (101 S. Baltimore) –$5.00 for 3 tacos from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 
p.m.   Please take the night off from cooking. Everyone is welcome to come and enjoy 

 (6/21/2019 Friday)  The Derby Fire Station Ribbon cutting is attentively scheduled for June 21st at 2:30 

 (6/21/2019 Friday) VFW 7253 Derby, Steak Night 5:30pm till 8pm. 

 (6/22/19 Saturday) VFW 7253 Derby Fried Chicken w/side $5.00 noon till sold out  

 (6/22/19 Saturday) at 9:30 am. Annual Reunion Ride to the Veterans Reunion will be June 22nd this year. PLEASE NOTE, the 
Reunion Committee has changed the dates.  We will start staging at Post 81 in El Dorado at 07:00. Biscuits and Gravy will be served 
from 07:00 to 08:30. $3.50 for a half order, $5.00 for a full order. Please come join us. 

 (6/22/19 Saturday) American Legion Family Post 408 Invites ALL students and families of USD 260 to a FREE night of swim-
ming at Rock River Rapids from 7:45pm till 9:30pm. 

 (6-26-2019 Wednesday) KANSAS HONOR FLIGHT DEPARTING 

Wichita Dwight D. Eisenhower National Airport. PLEASE PARK IN GARAGE LEVEL 4 AT N/C ON WEDNESDAY AND FRIDAY. 
THERE WILL BE NO VANS SHUTTLING FROM SUMBERLAND. Please be aware volunteers that help take a veterans luggage 
through TSA screening, Southwest Airlines has limited the number of volunteers passing through TSA. Therefore KHF has printed 
numbered cards which will be distributed as needed by Don Bigger. Don will be in "green shirt" stationed in gate area near the en-
trance. Once you have your card  proceed to ticket counter for a gate pass. SWA will take your card and issue a gate pass. Once you 
have your gate pass, check at sidewalk and gate area to see if veteran / luggage needs to get to the mezzanine area. If you have a 
gate pass you will be ask to take the veteran and/or luggage through TSA screening. MAKE SURE YOU LEAVE ALL METAL OB-
JECTS IN YOUR CAR OR MOTORCYCLE. Bring a photo ID. -You might be going through TSA screening. PLEASE DO NOT BE 
OFFENDED IF YOU DO NOT RECEIVE A GATE PASS AS WE STILL NEED PLENTY OF HELP ON LOWER LEVEL AND MEZZA-
NINE AREA. THIS REQUEST CAME FROM SWA NOT KHF. 

 (6/26/19-Wednesday) –VFW 7253 AUX  (Derby) Country Style Ribs, Scalloped Potatoes, Green Beans and Corn. Serving 
from 5:00pm till 7:00p. all for ONLY $7.00 per Plate. 

 (6/28/19 Friday) KANSAS HONOR FLIGHT RETURN, "WICHITA HEROES WELCOME HOME" Everyone is invited to come out 
and help welcome home our Kansas men & women veterans. BIG IMPROVEMENTS THIS YEAR! ON WEDNESDAY AND FRIDAY 
WE ARE TO PARK IN PARKING GARAGE LEVEL 4. Please make your way to the inside far east part of the terminal building. This 
is where all the magic happens...! Bring your WELCOME HOME signs!! FRIDAYS WE ARE STILL LIMITED ON GATE PASSES IS-
SUED, STILL NEED A NUMBERED CARD TO GET A GATE PASS. WHEN DEPARTING PROCEED TO PAY GATE AND LET 
THEM KNOW YOU ARE WITH KANSAS HONOR FLIGHT. THERE WILL BE NO CHARGE. IF YOU ARE RIDING FLAGGED BIKE 
THE PARKING IS THE SAME AS LAST YEAR. ON WEDNESDAY PARK IN SMALL CHAINED AREA BEFORE THE TERMINAL. 
ON FRIDAY PARK BETWEEN NEW TERMINAL AND OLD TERMINAL, SPACES COULD VARY A LITTLE DO TO CONSTRUC-
TION ORANGE CONES. 

  

(6/28/2019 Friday) VFW 7253 Derby, Steak Night 5:30pm till 8pm. 

  

(6/29/19 Saturday) VFW 7253 Derby Fried Chicken w/side $5.00 noon till sold out  

https://www.theworldwar.org/

